
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Love My Shepherd and GraftedHeart are teaming up this 
Advent season to offer you a photo challenge! This is a fun 

way to express your faith, get into the Word, and be 
creative this holiday season. 

There are several ways you can participate. First, download 
the Advent 2016 Devotions from ilovemyshepherd.com or 

graftedheart.com - or receive them each day by 
subscribing via email. Next, post your Advent 2016 Photo 
Challenge pictures on social media using #Advent2016, 

#ilovemyshepherd, and #graftedheart. Participate as much 
or as little as you can. If you do decide to participate by 

posting photos for every day of the challenge and use the 
hashtags above, you will be entered to win our New Year's 

Eve Prize Pack! More than anything, though, we want this to 
be a stress-free activity to enrich your Advent. 

We pray this Advent resource helps you to reflect on the 
heart of the season and the love of Jesus Christ in your lives 

and families, as you Make Ready for His coming!  



 
 

a hot beverage or mug 
Sunday, 27 November 

 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever. 

John 14:16 
Grab a peppermint mocha, a rich English Breakfast tea, or a hot chocolate overflowing with 

marshmallows, and sit for a moment to take in the Word. As the beverage warms you from the inside 
out just rest. We’re here, making ready for Christmas. This is such a loaded concept, filled with 

anticipation, dread, activity, stress, and any number of other things. Remember, though, the why 
behind it: Christ. He came, and He will come again. And while we wait, He sends His Spirit to fill us with 

love, with warmth, with peace, with His very presence. 
 
 
 

 
 

something from nature 
Monday, 28 November 

 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 
Fully aware of what would happen, of how His creation, that was good and working as it should, 

would be spoiled, God made a plan. Adam’s sin brought death, but Jesus Christ’s coming marks the 
turning of a page, the brightness of another chapter, of restoration. With all of creation, we cry 

“Come, Lord Jesus! Make Ready for Him!” 
 
 
 

 
 

a Christmas story 
Tuesday, 29 November 

 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ. 

Romans 10:17 
The Christmas accounts include a great deal of hearing. Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, the Magi, the 

shepherds...each heard the message of Jesus come and each acted. Mary carried, Joseph 
honored, Zechariah named, the wise men sought. Luke’s account tells us that the shepherds went to 
see the baby and more. They didn’t stay, but went out to tell others. Others heard. And we hear the 

message in many and various ways today. Hear and Make Ready. 

  



 
 

transportation 
Wednesday, 30 November 

 
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

Luke 2:3 
At Christmas, we see busy roadways, extra expenses, tired eyes and weary feet. The first Christmas’ 
wasn't entirely different for Mary and Joseph. They too were preparing, making ready, for the Savior 
of the world. They traveled over river and desert and mountain. They walked the road to Bethlehem 
town, probably feeling anxious and uncertain and weary, but expectant, just as we do. In the midst 
of our running around, we can remember that journey to Bethlehem and give thanks, because in all 

the running, God guides our eyes, our hearts, and our feet to Make Ready for Him. 
 
 
 

 
 

Advent countdown or wreath 
Thursday, 01 December 

 
[Let us look] to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Hebrews 12:2 

Christmas countdown calendars are fun and Advent Wreaths bring a special feeling to the dinner 
table (or wherever you keep yours). The best part? They point us where we need to be looking. They 

help us Make Ready, reminding us that we are counting down to something. We aren’t just in the 
messy middle of the holiday season.  They point us to Jesus and He’s the One we can always, always 

“count” on. 
 
 
 

 
 

something warm to wear 
Friday, 02 December 

 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Isaiah 40:1 
The transition from warm to cold to frigid is upon many of us about this time of year. Have you ever 

been chilled on a winter day, only to have a friend or family member take off their scarf and give it to 
you? You can feel the warmth, almost before the garment touches your neck. God’s love does the 
same for our hearts. When He is there, living and active in us, and the thaw sets in -- it’s noticeable, 
for us and for those around us. It’s lovely. It’s different. It was made ready for you and for me. It’s a 
blanket of grace for a hurting world. Who can you share a tangible touch of warmth with today? 

  



 
 

a candle or lights 
Saturday, 03 December 

 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
John 1:4-5 

Christmas lights are wonderful to see. Driving or walking down the street, children call out as soon as 
they spot lights. I’m a grown-up and I get excited to see them! In a world of darkness, they are visible 

from far away, bringing cheer and happiness to our hearts. Christ’s light shines brighter and brings 
more joy than any string of Christmas lights or special Christmas candle ever could. Next time you see 

Christmas lights, praise Him by proclaiming aloud, “Make Ready for the Light of the World!” 
 
 
 

 
 

a place to worship the Savior 
Sunday, 04 December 

 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God… 

Luke 2:13 
The shepherds that first Christmas were given a rare glimpse into what heaven is. They were watching 

over their flocks that night, making ready for a Messiah, long ago promised and the angels came 
down in worship and praise. Can you even imagine? Worship, itself, is a small piece of heaven. God 
with us, for us, joining us together. Voices blending in songs of praise to the One who breaks into the 

darkness, redeems His people, who walks ever humbly, overflowing grace and truth into our lives. Oh, 
come, let us worship Him, Christ the Lord! 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Nick 
Monday, 05 December 

 
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
Colossians 3:12 

Before he became known as St. Nick, Nicholas of Myra was a pastor and bishop in the fourth century. 
He was passionate about his calling and stood up for what he believed in, or rather who He believed 
in- Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He’s remembered for the care he brought to people. He made use 
of whatever resources were available to him in an effort to help those in need. When you see the 

coat or red, the black boots, or the floppy hat remember that you too hold the Spirit of kindness and 
compassion in your hearts, and you have a firm faith to share, just as St. Nick did so long ago. 

  



 
 

a door 
Tuesday, 06 December 

 
Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Romans 15:7 
Doors offer passage and protection. They can keep people out or let them come in. When we Make 
Ready and invite people into our homes to share a meal or activity, or to simply spend time talking, 
we invite them into our hearts. Christ reached out to us, entered our world, our lives. Let us also with 

openness reach out to others. We have an amazing Savior to share! 
 
 
 

 
 

a favorite Christmas decoration 
(not tree related) 

Wednesday, 07 December 
 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

Deuteronomy 6:7 
God instructs the people of Israel to remember the Words He gave to them. He tells them not only to 
remember them, but also to talk about them with one another, and also, interestingly, to put them in 
prominent places, so that we remember to talk about them. How do our Christmas decorations also 

have a similar purpose to help us make our hearts ready for Him? Each of our knick-knacks and 
special pillows and any Christmas decor has a special story to share. We see them around us and let 

them point us to our Emmanuel, our Redeemer, our faithful God who saves us. 
 
 
 

 
 

something from another generation 
Thursday, 08 December 

 
One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 

Psalm 145:4 
Faith goes from generation to generation. Some of us are taught as children of the little Baby Jesus, 

sleeping on the hay, who came to save us. As we grow, the lessons broaden slowly but surely, to 
encompass more and more of the significance of what all that means: Baby Jesus came to save us, 
to free us, to restore us to Himself. Today, thank God for someone who shared the faith with you, who 

and Make Ready and share the message of Jesus to someone in the next generation. 
  



 
 

Christmas music, song, or hymn 
Friday, 09 December 

 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Christmas music, whether the Christmas favorites on the radio, the instrumental Christmas tunes in the 
background at the shopping mall, or the hymns sung in church, all spark in our hearts a bit of the spirit 
of the season, a touch of Christmas joy. We are preparing, we are making ready, for the celebration 
of the advent of our King, the coming of our Savior. Rejoice! Pray! Give thanks! Our King is coming! 

 
 
 

 
 

anything to do with baking 
Saturday, 10 December 

 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman... 

Galatians 4:4 
Baking can be an opportunity to slow down and contemplate a bit. It cannot be rushed. If you try to 
multitask while doing it, chances are something’s going to spoil or burn. The deliberate movements of 

measuring, pouring, stirring, dropping, rolling or cutting...there is a rhythm and a purpose to it that 
often is lost during the hectic chaos of this season. Contemplate for a moment the deliberate timing 

of Christ’s coming: the time, the place, and the people. For you, and for me. 
 
 
 

 
 

stocking or socks 
Sunday, 11 December 

 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

Isaiah 52:7 
Did you know you have beautiful feet? Even winter feet - dry, rough, and maybe even stinky - are 

beautiful! Why? Your feet carry you to share the Good News! They walk you to your neighbor’s door 
with a plate of cookies and a caring conversation. They walk you into the nursing home to sing 

Christmas carols for lonely residents. They walk you over to help the woman whose hands are full of 
packages and children struggling to open the door. Jesus gives you ready feet for this Good News 

each day. Your feet are beautiful! 
  



 
 

Christmas mail 
Monday, 12 December 

 
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 

any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 

Philippians 2:1-2 
We are moving more and more to a paperless world. In some ways this is good - being conscious of 
our impact on God’s creation as His stewards is important and getting the message of Christ out in a 
myriad of ways is a good thing, but as we become entrenched in our digital lives, how much human 
connection is lost? God did not create us to be individuals, separate from one another. God sending 
Christ into this world is evidence that we were intended for relationship and connection. Jesus came 

to us, connected Himself to us in human flesh. Who can you Make Ready to connect with today? 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas tree 
Tuesday, 13 December 

 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

Isaiah 11:1 
Trees, in a lot of ways, tend to be the centerpiece of Christmas celebrations. And there are so many 

choices! Artificial trees, specially-colored trees, white trees, trees with pretend snow on them...all 
kinds! And that crisp aroma of pine still strikes a chord for many of us. Christmas trees are abounding 
in symbolism, but let’s remember today the way they point to life. In the dead of winter, when other 
trees go dormant, evergreen Christmas trees remind us of everlasting LIFE! Jesus came into a dead 

and a dark world. God made it ready for Him at just the right time. And here He spreads His Life and 
His Light. Thank you, Lord Jesus! 

 
 
 

 
 

a Christmas treat 
Wednesday, 14 December 

 
How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

Psalm 119:103 
Who doesn't love the treats given at Christmas from neighbor to neighbor, friend to friend, or shared 
by children of all ages. They can bring back a flood of memories with just one taste. How much more 
can God’s Word, the joy of Christ spoken in love at Christmas, spark a flood of good things - peace, 

joy, assurance, and love! Make ready for His goodness this Christmas. 
  



 
 

someone you like to spend Christmas with 
Thursday, 15 December 

 
So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

Romans 12:5 
Who do you love to spend time with, especially during the Christmas season? We gather at church, 

we gather for parties, we gather in texts and through Facetime, with those we live near and far 
away. We were made to be together, to work together, to rejoice, to mourn, to learn and grow 

together. Thank goodness the same Spirit who calls us as individuals, also watches between us and 
gathers us together in Christ, to do His work and to share His love...and Make Ready together. 

 
 
 

 
 

an animal 
Friday, 16 December 

 
...every wild and tame animal, 

all reptiles and birds, 
come praise the LORD! 

Psalm 148:10 
The only animals actually mentioned in the Christmas accounts are sheep with the shepherds and 

the turtledoves sacrificed for purification after Jesus’ birth. Animals were such an integral part of life 
then, though, that we can easily imagine a cow in whose manger Jesus was lain, a couple of goats, 

perhaps a donkey, and birds nestled in for the night. These are a part of God’s creation, and they 
watch and wait for full restoration in the New Creation alongside us. They proclaim God’s handiwork 

when we do not. Even they make us ready for His glory. Let all creatures praise Him! 
 
 
 

 
 

wrapping paper 
Saturday, 17 December 

 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 
Isaiah 53:2 

Wrapping paper is all about hiding the gift and keeping the surprise. How many different colors and 
patterns of wrapping paper are available to us today? They are beautiful and a blessing! It’s ironic, 
though, that the Gift given so many years ago, wrapped and lying in a manger, was hidden in not 

shine and glamour, but humility, in the lack of anything that would proclaim to the world His splendor 
or His majesty. But we know the secret- How majestic is His name in all the earth! 

  



 
 

a favorite Christmas ornament 
Sunday, 18 December 

 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
Matthew 6:20 

You can learn a great deal about a person by looking at the ornaments on their Christmas tree: 
antique ones, handed down from generation to generation; handmade ones, from a beloved 

grandparent or child; purchased ones, specific to a memory, hobby, or occupation. Many of each 
of our ornaments also hold a deeper significance: they make us ready. They are small witnesses to 
every viewer of an eternal truth...God showed His love for us in this- Christ Jesus come to our world. 

 
 
 

 
 

a recipe of the season or a table you gather around 
Monday, 19 December 

 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 

they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

Acts 2:46-47 
Something special happens when we share a meal together. Time spent preparing, stirring, 

chopping, simmering and roasting, plates set out, drinks poured. Everything is special when preparing 
for time spent together. And God is there with us. In conversations shared, in tears spilled together, in 
food passed, in laughter bouncing off the walls. We were made for community, loving one another 

and sharing Him in life together. 
 
 
 

 
 

a sign of wealth 
Tuesday, 20 December 

 
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 

Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
Matthew 2:11 

Imagine an event so compelling, so captivating that you would leave your home for years, travel 
incredible distances, to simply greet its coming. The Magi traveled to acknowledge something not 

completely understood to them, but that which they knew was worth the journey. But these men who 
worked among princes, made ready. They did not did not stop with acknowledging Jesus, they fell 

down and worshipped, they opened their treasures to the Most High God. What worship, what 
treasures, can we offer our God who has given so much for us? 

  



 
 

something snowy or white 
Wednesday, 21 December 

 
Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: 

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

Isaiah 1:18 
Snow covers. Fresh snow, falling softly from the sky, transforms the environment like nothing else. As 
the dead grass slowly disappears beneath a blanket of white and barren tree branches begin to 

sparkle in the moonlight, the world is transformed. While the snow’s transformation is temporary and 
could dissolve with morning’s light, the forgiveness the Lord speaks of in Isaiah is of stronger mettle 

than snow. It is for eternity. 
 
 
 

 
 

a gift 
Thursday, 22 December 

 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God. 

Ephesians 2:8 
Whether gift-giving is a source of anxiety or joy, we can rejoice together in the gift of God’s grace. 

It’s often said that Jesus is the first and best Christmas gift. But He’s also the Giver! He gave boundless 
grace in coming to our fallen world, in preaching and teaching on our soil, in suffering and dying on 
a rugged cross, in rising from the tomb and granting Life to each of us. We praise Him for these gifts 

and so much more. What gifts are you sharing and revisiting this Christmas? Let these joys remind you 
of our great and mighty Giver always. 

 
 
 

 
 

a cross 
Friday, 23 December 

 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3:16 

Christmas is fun, and special, and a holy celebration. But more than the presents and singing and 
yummy food, or the babies and lambs and shepherds, angels and wisemen, it’s about the difficult 

road ahead for that little Baby. It’s about His life lived for you and for me. It’s about the suffering 
endured for you and for me, the cross that lifted our Savior, the grave that hid Him, and the stone 

that couldn’t keep Him. It’s about His work in our lives. He alone makes us ready for salvation. 
  



 
 

an image of a silent night 
Saturday, 24 December 

 
Be still, and know that I am God. 

Psalm 46:10a 
We’ve made it to Christmas Eve. If it isn’t done yet, it likely isn’t getting done. Perhaps that’s how 
Mary and Joseph felt. They made it to Bethlehem, they made it past the gossipers, they made it 

through this season’s journey to the birth of a healthy child. Even if tomorrow will be full of activity for 
you, rest in this time, breathe in this space. Be still in the knowledge that God has done this great 

thing for you. We made ready. 
 
 
 

 
 

a nativity 
Sunday, 25 December 

 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 
“Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow!” isn’t a Christmas song, right? But is it? The greatest 

blessing, our Savior, comes to us this day. Let us sing and praise our God, who in His great mercy, 
made ready for us. He sent forth His own Son for our salvation. Gloria in excelsis Deo! Glory to Him 

who makes ready His plans for our redemption. 


