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And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 

Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 

 

What an incredible start to our Advent devotions – Our Lord, our Deliverer! The Thessalonians 

knew firsthand what it is to be delivered from seeking after empty things. Don’t we know it, too? 

The stresses of the Christmas season build, the pressures of the “get it all done and get it done 

well” oppress, and the worries of life don’t fade entirely just because we’re in the middle of a 

time made for cheer and goodwill, according to card companies. This Advent Season, let us find 

rest in our Deliverer, and allow His good gifts to bring peace and joy to our souls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Jesus said,] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

John 10:11 

 

So much is wrapped up in this Name for our Lord - Good Shepherd - from Isaiah's lament that all 

we like sheep have gone astray, to David’s likening God to a Shepherd guiding him, to Jesus’ 

definitive statement, “I am the Good Shepherd.” Yet in a manger, witnessed by shepherds, we 

see the One whose life personifies what makes a shepherd a Good One: constant care, vigilance, 

seeking strays, and ultimately the sacrifice of Himself for the sheep, who love to wander. May He 

always lead us in His ways of life and love. 

 



 

 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 

 

It seems that in recent years, the tradition of putting candles in a house windows at 

Christmastime has fallen by the wayside. Years ago, this practice had a practical, as well as 

beautiful purpose. Before electricity and flashlights, and cellphones with flashlights, people would 

put candles in their windows to guide weary travelers to a place of warmth and comfort. During 

Advent, this is an especially appropriate tradition, as it reminds us of the true Light of the world. 

The Light that welcomes and guides, the Light that breaks the darkness of death and scatters the 

shadows of sin. In the same tradition of welcoming weary travelers, invite someone over for 

coffee or a treat, and a chance to rest in Christ together. Come, O Light, and shine Your love into 

our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Hebrews 12:2 

 

When the world came into being, Jesus was there. Even before darkness became light, God had a 

plan. When evil entered and sin took its first bite in our world, Jesus still reigned. God in Trinity 

founded the foundations of the world, but also founded the faith in your soul. The words author 

and perfecter go hand-in-hand. An author completes something - a poem, a novel, an essay, a 

book - whatever it is, it’s a finished work, completed. Jesus completes the plan the Trinity had 

long before the beginning of this world. And He is writing your story, completing you this day, 

for eternity.     

 

 

 

 



 

 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope. 

1 Timothy 1:1 

 

In this world, hope appears to have one major problem...the expectations attached to it. So 

often in this life, our expectations are met with devastation, disappointment, or disillusionment. 

We tend to apply the same level of confidence we would with people, in our relationship with 

God. We ask, seek, and expect so little from Him, for fear that our expectation will be met with 

disappointment. But Christ Jesus gives more. He, Himself, is our Hope, our confidence. He was 

prophesied from the beginning. He came as a baby boy. He died and rose to save you. What He 

says, He does, and what He does, He says in His Word. At the very sound of His name, we are 

filled with Hope.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one 

and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility. 

Ephesians 2:14 

 

While this season of Advent and Christmas can seem to bring out the best in people, we know 

that what truly brings people together is the Peace sent from God. Not only has He paid the 

price for our sins, thereby allowing us to be reconciled to God, but He who is called Peace truly 

takes away the divisions among us. We are one body, and He is our Head. We are His people, 

together, and we worship Him...together! You are our Peace; draw us ever nearer to You, and to 

one another, that we may live closer to harmony together in You, serving and worshipping You 

always. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

And all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 

 

The people of Israel complained a lot, and when I say a lot, I mean A LOT. You can read the 

backstory of today’s passage from 1st Corinthians in Exodus 17:1-7. The beautiful part, though, is 

that God answers even complaints. That is part of Jesus Christ’s title, “The Rock.” He doesn’t 

change, whether we’re full of praise or full of grouching. He is solid, faithful, always giving free, 

Living Water to thirsty souls in need of love, compassion, and grace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live. 

John 11:25 

 

Death stands in strong opposition to the Life that God created in the beginning. When sin came, 

death was not far behind as the consequence.  However, Jesus is stronger than Death. He 

swallows it up and brings Life - life as new as a tiny Baby and eternal as God Himself - to a world 

held captive to sin and death. And at the end of time, we will witness with the whole world, the 

resurrection of all the dead at His second coming. We praise Him who is our Resurrection and 

Life!  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

John 14:6 

 

In John 14:6, Jesus responds to the question of a man named Thomas, but really we all have 

been in that place, asking the same question - “How can we know the way?” How often in life 

do you wonder which way to turn, which way to walk, or even where to ask the questions? 

Every time we ask, Jesus willingly answers our questions in His Word. “I am the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life.” He is the Way means He is the Answer to every question, every road we need to 

walk, and every fork in that road. Jesus, today we ask You to Show us the Way. Show us 

Yourself, dear Savior.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

John 1:1 

 

The same Word spoken at Creation, the same Word spoken through prophets of old, this Word 

has come to dwell among us. He is God’s Word of love and mercy to a broken world. And not 

merely to the world, as we might send a text, email, or even letter, but the Word of love in our 

world. His name, whispered into our hearts broken by sin, brings grace and healing. When we 

speak His name aloud, we invite more grace into our day. Praise the Word of Life! Where can 

you speak of Him today? 

 



 

 

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 

 

This particular Name of the Messiah is couched in a prophetic passage from God through the 

prophet, Isaiah. And not only is He our Wonderful Counselor, but our Mighty God, our 

Everlasting Father, and our Prince of Peace. He comforts and guides us with His Spirit. He 

demonstrates His might when He emerges from the tomb, victorious over death. He was, and is, 

and is to come; He leads His people with an Everlasting love as a father leads his children. His 

counsel, might, and care bring peace to our hearts...and not the peace people like to talk about 

during this season. The Peace that He brings is the kind that will remain and even grow in 

difficult times; it saturates the heart with the assurance of His love in spite of the darkness of the 

world and our own sinful nature. It changes and covers and blesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

Revelation 22:13 

 

Jesus, with the Father and the Spirit, was there before the beginning of time and will be there 

when time as we know it closes and eternity becomes our absolute reality - forever in the best 

way we can’t even imagine! But Jesus Christ as Alpha and Omega reminds us that God isn’t just 

about eternity. He also values the middle. Alpha, is the beginning of the Greek alphabet, and 

Omega is the end of the Greek alphabet, so it’s also a way of saying He is the A to Z. He is our 

A’s and our Z’s and every letter in between. Without Him, things lose their purpose, their 

meaning, because they lack the Writer of each word, each story. In Him, we see the letters of our 

days come together and Hope springs new! 

 



 

 

And behold, a voice from heaven said, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Matthew 3:17 

 

It’s one thing for shepherds to shout good news of a Savior come in a manger or a riff-raff crowd 

of disciples to say that they have found the Messiah. It’s another thing for a man named Jesus to 

identify Himself as the Son of God. God knows that sometimes people need it spelled out 

plainly, sometimes they need a bullhorn proclamation, a moment to take notice. In His Grace, 

God the Father delivers the message of just Who Jesus is, Himself, for us to read in His Word. 

Jesus as Son of God means One capable of saving. Son of God means great Sacrifice made by a 

Father to save a family. Son of God means Redemption has come, wrapped in love, for each of 

us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! 

The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, 

and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 

Revelation 19:11 

 

You and I have not seen Jesus in person. We have the great benefit of of the Spirit living and 

working in us until we see our Savior face to face. Today’s verse gives us a glimpse of when we 

will see Him riding in on that day when the devil will be completely stomped underfoot. The 

Titles Faithful and True connect to Christ’s judgement in righteousness. Jesus came as a baby boy 

in a manger, as Truth itself, because rightness matters. When life seems like evil is winning, we 

can lean on Faithful and True. Christ makes right our hearts and our lives in His death and 

resurrection. Evil and sorrow may last for the night, but just as the Bethlehem star appeared, Joy 

does come in the morning. It is promised to us in Christ Jesus. Be not dismayed, Faithfulness and 

Truth is at work! 

 



 

 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

John 8:58 

 

As soon as the Jews heard Jesus’ reply, they knew He wasn’t playing around. He’d equated 

Himself with God, and rightly so...but their frame of reference couldn’t allow for a wandering 

Prophet who had nothing to recommend Him as a king, let alone God Himself. As we add 

decorations to make our houses look different, brighter during this time of year than they do any 

other time, and as we wrap gifts with bright, colorful paper, let’s remember that God, too, 

wrapped Himself in our human frailty and mortality, that He might earn our salvation, because 

of His great and unfailing love for us. He is the Greatest, the Brightest - the I AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, 

for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 

Revelation 17:14 

 

For those of us living in the United States or other countries without a king, some of the 

significance of this Name is lost on us. But the King of kings is a ruler who is over all others. There 

is no one who can overthrow Him. He will always emerge victorious, for the battle, and indeed 

the war, has already been won. When the devil, the world, and even our own sinfulness seems 

to press so strongly that we can’t continue to stand, we cling to the promise that He is with us, 

that He is victorious -- and because His victory is on our behalf, we are victorious, too! When He 

was born a helpless baby, He set aside that royal title for our good, and after He rose victorious 

from the grave and ascended into heaven, He took it up again, never to set it aside. He is our 

King, and graciously and lovingly provides for every need. 

 



 

 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

John 6:35 

 

When we were in Spain this fall, I watched as sweet little old women walked along the sidewalks 

each morning, pushing bag carts to pick up large crusty loaves of fresh baked bread. They bought 

just enough bread for the family, for that day. Jesus is just enough. He is just what we need for 

this day. As the Bread of Life, that Baby Boy sustains us. He fills us. He satisfies us. We take in His 

Word, and that Bread gives us everything we need to understand what is before us. And even 

when it feels unsure and uncertain, He knows what we do not. He is enough. So we don’t have 

to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Andrew] first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 

“We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 

John 1:41 

 

John 1 manages to pack many names of Jesus into one small segment of Scripture - Word, 

Prophet, Son of God, Lamb of God, King of Israel, Son of Man - but maybe none were as 

meaningful to the 12 Jewish disciples gathered around Jesus as today’s title...Messiah, that is 

Christ. This beautiful title comes from the Hebrew mashiach meaning Anointed One. The 

disciples in the New Testament would have heard about this Anointed One, promised from the 

Father, from the lips of their parents, grandparents, and elders. The promise of this One sent by 

God Himself was passed down from generation to generation. The people of Israel had waited 

centuries for this Messiah. So you can see that this was a massive proclamation for Andrew to 

make to his brother - 

We have found the Messiah!    

Can you hear his excitement? 

He’s Here! 

We get to proclaim the same this today - He’s here! 

He has found us. He is here. 



 

 

 

The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone. 

Psalm 118:22 

 

Jesus as Chief Cornerstone certainly gives us a solid mental image of the Truth that He alone is 

our firm foundation. He holds up the buildings that are our lives, our families, our purpose, our 

worth, and our souls. However, this passage reminds us that this Cornerstone, this Foundation 

was rejected by men, deemed not good enough, not worthwhile. We know differently, and 

when the world rejects Him, we stand in the knowledge that He does not reject us. We run to 

Him in His Word for sure footing, solid grounding on which to build in this world. Take a 

moment today to hold a stone in your hand and remember His faithfulness in the midst of this 

world full of rejection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since then we have a great high priest 

who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 

let us hold fast our confession. 

Hebrews 4:14 

 

In Judaic religious practice, the priest was the one who would make intercession for the people 

by performing the sacrifices of the offerings people brought to atone for their sins, acting as 

intercessor between the sinful person and Holy God. Once a year, the High Priest would enter 

the Holy of Holies, where he performed an atoning sacrifice for the sins of Israel, again in that 

intercessory capacity. Adding “Great” to that title in reference to our Great High Priest indicates 

the all-encompassing nature of what He has done on our behalf. Not only has He interceded for 

us, but He did it with His own body, broken, and His own blood, outpoured. His sacrifice and 

His acting as Great High Priest, has bridged the chasm between sinful humans and Holy God. 

Celebrate this season knowing your sins are covered! 

 



 

 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Isaiah 7:14 

 

Not only is His very birth a miraculous paradox, but by His name, Immanuel, Jesus is God with 

Us. He is this Immanuel, who comes to sojourn with us in our weakness and humility, who takes 

our sin upon Himself and makes full atonement for it. Not because there was anything in us to 

make us deserving of His sacrifice or even presence, but His love for us was -- is! -- so great that 

He did for us what we could not do for ourselves. He rescued us on Calvary and still rescues us 

every day by His great love and compassion. Where do you see His rescue in your life? Even 

when it’s hard to see, we stand on truth - He is our Immanuel - God with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Jesus said to them, 

“A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown 

and among his relatives and in his own household.” 

Mark 6:4 

 

How it must have hurt Jesus that His family, His hometown withdrew honor from Him, doubted 

Who He was. Mark 6:6 tells us He “marveled at their unbelief.” When we share the Word in 

Truth and Love, and people look at us blank-faced, perplexed, or even with laughter, we can 

know that the Savior Himself received the same response! Jesus, the Prophet, came and fulfilled 

every Word spoken of Him since Genesis, without fail. Yet, it was still difficult for those closest to 

Him to grasp. Lord, today we pray for all those who do not honor you and those who do not 

grasp you. You are Prophet, Priest, Savior, and King! 

 



 

 

In this is love, not that we have loved God 

but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

1 John 4:10 

 

Some translations of Scripture use the words “all-atoning sacrifice” in place of “propitiation” in 

this verse. While certainly a true representation of what’s happening here, and more easily 

understood than “propitiation”, it loses some of the depth of what’s happening here. This isn’t 

merely a sacrifice, like the countless bulls, lambs, and doves sacrificed in the Temple for years. 

This is a laying down of Christ’s life. His sacrifice absorbed the wrath of God against a world of 

people entirely lost in their sin. The depth and breadth and width of such love cannot be 

measured, and it cannot be comprehended. But we thank and praise Him for it just the same, 

and rest in the knowledge that His love accomplished this on our behalf. Savior, You stand as our 

propitiation, welcoming us into Your loving arms. Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

 

Luke 2 is the beautiful narrative of a tiny human’s emergence in this great big world. Tiny fists 

that would grow to bear nails meant for us. Tiny feet that would walk alongside fishermen, 

teachers, homemakers, farmers, business owners, tax collectors, and children. He would hold 

hands, start conversations, and eat among them, with eyes fixed on Calgary. It is also the 

narrative of a tiny heart beating wildly for those He came to save. Saving is really the work of 

God, of Christ, alone. He was born to save us - from death, from our fears, from our doubts. 

Jesus saves – tiny Baby Boy, Man convicted to death on a cross, living Savior of your heart and 

soul.  

 


